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0 FRONT COVER Navy Football seasan i s  in full swing. 
Determined look of this bluejacket fastening his helmet before 
going in to play in intramural game, indicates he's planning 
ta turn the tide for his team. Photo by W. G. Seewald. 

0 AT LEFT: VISIBILITY LIMITED - High winds sweep spray 
across decks of USS Yosemite (AD 19), ComDesLant nagship, at 
USNB Newport, R. 1. Yosemite was one of many Navy ships 
buffeted by Hurricane Carol. 

CREDITS: All photographs published in ALL HANDS are offi- 
cial Department of Defense photos unless otherwise designated. 



BEHIND THE SCENES of classroom TV, technicians adjust controls, give USNA instructor ’go-ahead’ via phone. 

‘This Is Your Navy’ on Television 
HAT’S WITH TELEVISION in the 

wU. S. Navy? Is it raising the 
same havoc with eating, sleeping 
and living habits aboard ship that 
it does in the home? Is it going to 
replace instructors in Navy class- 
rooms and serve as an aide to the 
force commander, giving him a first- 
hand account of what is going on at 
an amphibious landing? Or is TV 
just a novelty? 

Answering the easiest question 
first, television is not just a novelty. 
I t  is here to stay-witness the jungle 
of aerials at any Navy housing proj- 
ect. Ships of both the Atlantic and 
Pacific Fleets have installed TV sets 
in various spots throughout the ship 
to supply entertainment to the crew. 
(For a sample of TV entertainment, 
see page 12). 

Since television hasn’t spread as 
fast in the rest of the world as it has 
in the U. S., the sets installed aboard 

ship are useful only when the ship mander sitting in his flagship watch- 
is operating out of a U. S. port. How- ing a complete battle or amphibious 
ever, it has been found that they are landing on several TV sets. 
a definite morale factor and, as in Small ships and airplanes in the 
the home, have changed a lot of hab- fu€ure might carry television cameras 
its. Come time for the Army-Navy which would relay the entire picture 
football game, the World Series and back to the flagship and enable the 
other special events, the off-duty commander to make instant decisions 
sections can be found clustered on strategy, to rush reinforcements 
around the various sets. to needed areas or to order withdraw- 

However, the real value of televi- als without waiting for slower re- 
sion to the Navy doesn’t lie in its ports to filter in from the fighting 
entertainment features but rather in area. 
the many and varied operational s e w  Still another future possibility of 
ices it can provide. Consider, for ex- the use of TV would be the mounting 
ample, the possibility of a force com- of a camera in fighter and bomber 

aircraft so that evaluations people 
could observe the actual mission. Sit- 
ting far behind the scenes they could 
actually get a better picture and see 
more than the pilot, who with the . job of flying, looking for enemy air- 
craft and trying to hit his target, is a .  
busy man. The evaluations people 

, 

Television ‘Goes Navy,’ 

Finds Home for Itself 

On, Over, Under the Sea 
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TV CAMERAS and recording equipment at Naval Photographic Center are used 
in making film depicting use of gages in final inspection of naval ordnance. 

tedious preparatory time normally 

Since the time a diver can spend 
underwater is severely limited due 
to the water pressure and the time 
it takes to lower and raise him, use of 
television will make for a much more 
efficient and faster job. 

This type of survey can be done 
with the remote control camera type, 
which insures that there will be no 
danger of clouds of silt interfering 
with the vision because neither the 
camera nor the lights will rest on the 
ocean’s floor. 

These remote control cameras have 
the ability to maneuver freely as well 
as hover, thereby allowing the view- 
ing of an object from several posi- 
tions in addition to limited search 
functions. 

‘ needed. 
Here are the other three types of 

underwater cameras the Navy has in 
use today. All three have a hook-up 
to the surface by wire but are posi- 
tioned in different ways, rather than 
being “remotely controlled” in posi- 
tioning. 

0 Suspended or towed cameras 
which are merely attached to the ship 
by a line or series of lines while the 
carrying vessel is maneuvered over 
the underwater target. Main draw- 
back to this type is the fact that it 
can’t be held on one spot for any 
length of time, and thus offers only 
fleeting glimpses of the target. 

Bottom-resting cameras - These 
are usually mounted on a wide tripod; 
a stage or elevating mechanism con- 
trols the depth to which the camera 
is sent. This type is used primarily 

for fish and marine life observation 
since it doesn’t agitate the water and 
allows a continuing view of passing 
objects. 

0 Swimmer-carried cameras are 
smaller, lighter cameras which can 
be carried by a diver or swimmer. 
This easy movement of tlie camera 
around the depths allows personnel 
on the surface to get first-hand in- 
formation on the work in progress 
or to determine the equipment need- 
ed. 

Auxiliary lighting for use with all 
these cameras is usually supplied by 
a super-high-pressure mercury arc. 
However, a new type arc lamp which 
is expected to give better results is 
in the process of being adapted to 
underwater use. 

The possibilities of underwater tele- 
vision seem unlimited and actually 
many of the jobs TV will be doing 
won’t be the jobs that rate the head- 
lines. Instead, TV will do many of 
the smaller, but still important jobs, 
that the Navy has to do. A good ex- 
ample of this was shown in experi- 
ments run recently at Green Cove 
Springs, Fla. 

A mothballed ship, scheduled to 
go into drydock and have the vari- 
ous and sundry underwater growths 
cleaned off her hull, had the hull 
surveyed by means of underwater 
TV. A kinescope recording was made 
and compared with the hull of the 
ship when it went in drydock. From 
this it was determined that through 
use of television the ships of the 
mothball fleet can be inspected by 
TV to decide when they should go 
into drydock. 

The Navy has also been called in 
to do a lot of underwater studies for 
other government agencies. TvDical - , L  

of these requests is one pend 

RADIO RESISTORS are ‘blown up‘ on television for classroom study. Right: Instructor augments his lecture with TV. 
- _  



NAVYMEN appeared on nationwide TV show. Here, sailors demonstrate TV ‘technique,’ substituting ports for screens. 

the Department of the Interior. In- 
terior has requested the Navy to 
work with the Fish and Wildlife 
Commission on a study of marine 
life off the Florida coast to determine 
what is happening to many of our 
finny friends. Through TV it is be- 
lieved that the reasons for shortages 
of certain fish can be established. 

Important as underwater televi- 
sion is, the Navy has not restricted its 
use of the new medium to that alone. 
In the air and on the ground, tests 
and experiments are going on under 
a full head of steam. Daily, new de- 
velopments are being worked out to 
provide new TV uses and techniques. 

Recently at Quantico, Va., repre- 
sentatives of BuShim working on tel- 

ing hand ii, glove, the two services 
tested tiirborne television for several 
years. 

Carrier aviation came in for pos- 
sible television use when uss Forrestal 
(CVA 6 0 )  was planned as a flush 
deck carrier. At that time, engineers 
and technicians put their heads to- 
gether and came up Gith a “deck 
surveillance” television system to sup- 
ply the skipper and OOD, who would 
be under the flight deck and unable 
to see the operations, with complete 
coverage through television. 

Actually the view they would have 
had on the television sets would have 
been better than that the CO or 
OOD has on a conventional carrier. 

While Forrestal and others of her 
class now have the canted deck and 
therefore will still have an island, the 
idea of deck surveillance as an aid 
on all carriers is still under considera- 
tion. 

Despite the fact that television is 
mostly thought of as an aid it can 
also be a killer when mounted in a 
guided missile. Two cameras can be 
carried in a missile, one focused on 
the instrument panel, the other aimed 
directly ahead. The remote control 
engineer operating the missile is 
equipped with two receivers and by 
watching them he can not only see 
where the missile is headed but note 
the changes to be made in its flight. 
As a result he can make instant 

L, 

evision installations and develop- changes in direction, altitude or 
ments, mounted a television set in a speed and send the robot directly to 
helicopter. The ’cor 
and covered a mock 
ing staged by Mar 

The test wasn’t 
termine whether co 
phibioris landing c( 
strategy, but rather 
the helicopter woul 
equate carrier for t 

The RuShips r q  
t in s  at MCAS, said 
seat as good as one 
line at a football gi 
tion pronounced t 
more than an adel 
T\J. 

Most airborne T 
the Air Force with 
on hand to decide 
could do with the e 
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CREWMEN from USS Silverstein (DE 534) learn about electronics main- 
tenance records from C. D. Biggerstaff, ETC, USN, of Fleet Training Group. 

Keeping Up-fo-date on Shipboard Operation Techniques 
Crewmen of U. S. Navy ships in 

the Hawaiian area are being kept 
up-to-date on the latest combat 
techniques by special instruction 
ashore and afloat. 

Classes are held for shipboard 
personnel by the Fleet Training 
Center under the direction of the 
Commander Fleet Training Group, 
Pearl Harbor, T. H. 

Regular classroom instruction is 
held on the beach in all phases of 
shipboard operation in combat. At 
the end of this shoreside training, 
a battle problem simulating actual 
wartime conditions is given each 
ship taking part in the instruction. 

Trained observers from the Cen- 
ter are stationed in vital parts of 
the ship, to take notes of any de- 
ficiencies or mistakes. 

During the battle problem planes 
dive over the ship simulating straf- 
ing runs. - 

Bomb hits are simulated that re- 
sult in “breakdown” of communica- 
tions, piping systems and electrical 
lines that knocks out the fighting 
power of the ship. Officers and crew 
then apply their knowledge to get- 
ting the ship back in fighting shape 
in the shortest possible time, using 
the techniqnes learned at the 
Center. 

NAVYMEN receive instruction in self-contained breathing apparatus. 
Right: Use of shallow water diving equipment is taught to sailors. 

envisioned entire classes taught by 
nothing but television. Actually, in 
many cases ordinary films serve the 
purpose better. However, at  the 
Academy the value of television lies 
primarily in two directions. 

a When demonstrating something 
that because of its size, location or 
availability cannot easily be viewed 
by large numbers, it has proved ex- 
cellent. 

e When a key instructor can be 
brought into the studio to lecture to a 
number of classes simultaneously. 

One phase of instructional televi- 
sion that seems to have a rosy future 
is the small portable TV system de- 
veloped by the Special Devices Cen- 
ter of the Office of Naval Research, 
at Port Washington, N. Y. Labeled 
“ITVS” (Instructional Television Sys- 
tem) it does away with costly studio 
equipment and personnel which 
made educational TV so expensive. 

In this system the camera, with its 
complete receiving and transmitting 
equipment and sound system, has 
been housed in a small, desk-like con- 
sole which can easily be moved from 
one classroom to another. From this 
console the TV program can be trans- 
mitted by cable to as many as 100 
different TV receivers, located in as 
many different areas. 

Main value of this new system is 
to serve as an electronic magnifier. 
For technical skill training, it is pos- 
sible for students to have a TV re- 
ceiver at their work benches and 
follow the instructor’s step-by-step 
moves while watching TV close-ups. 
Thus each student has a front row 
seat. Training film, devices, charts, 
transparencies, film strips and black- 
board presentations can also be 
picked up by the new system, mak- 
ing it possible for 100 classes to view 
one training film at the same time. 

By using two cameras with the 
system, an instructor and his class can 
remain in the classroom while an as- 
sistant takes a camera to areas out- 
side the classroom without loss of 
valuable class time. The TV equip- 
ment can also be used to show dan- 
gerous situations without endanger- 
ing lives of students. 

Whether it be in the field of edu- 
cation, underwater salvage of air- 
borne reconnaissance, the Navy will 
be making the best use of television 
for years to come, for it has answered 
the question “TV or not TV” with 
a hearty vote of approval for televi- 

-Bob Ohl, JO1, USN 
. sion. 
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avymen Like Kandy 
ELEPHANT RIDES and snake charmers are among the 

out-of-the-ordinary attractions for Navymen visiting 
the island of Ceylon, off the southeast coast of India. 

Sailors from two flattops-uss Hornet (CVA 12) 
and uss Turuwu (CVA 40)-paid recent visits to Cey- 
lon, inspecting its Buddhist shrines, tea factories, buy- 
ing souvenirs in the many shops in Kandy and 
Colombo. 

They listened to the exotic music of native snake 
charmers as deadly cobras performed their “dances.” 
Photography fans had a field day snapping shots of 
their buddies astride elephants. 

Upper left: Sailors from uss Hornet (CVA 12) visit 
sacred lake at  Kandy, Ceylon. Upper right: Dig the 
pitch and roll of these ‘vehicles.’ Right center: Buddhist 
shrine, ‘Temple of the Sacred Tooth,” is visited. Lower 
right: Snake charmer and cobra entertain group of 
Navymen from uss Turutoa (CVA 4 0 ) .  Lower left: 
Sailors look over jewelry in a shop in Colombo, Ceylon. 
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b ADVANCEMENT EXAMS -The 
coming February advancement- 
in-rating exams will be given on 
board ships and shore stations at 
the usual times, with the single 
exception of the test for petty offi- 
cer first class. 

Instead of the fourth Toesday 
of the month, the PO1 test will 
be held on the next day, 23 Feb- 
ruary. The 22nd is a holiday, 
Washington’s Birthday. 

Candidates for other petty offi- 
cer spots will go to the post on 
the following dates: for chief pet- 
ty officer, 1 February; for petty 
officer third class, 8 February; 
and for petty officer second class, 
15 February. 

Exams are given for the lower 
three pay grades twice a year, 
in February and again in August. 
However, as every first class well 
knows, the February exam is the 
only time during the year when 
he can seek to qualify for his 
chief‘s hat. 

For the details on the changes 
in this year’s exam as well as the 
list of certain overcrowded rates 
for which no tests will be given. 
see last month‘s issue, pp. 42 and 
43. For the straight scoop on the 
new matiple that has been adopt- 
ed and for the latest regulations 
on changes in.rating through the 
exam, see the stories in this issue. 

tages to the new system. An import- 
ant one is that the shipment will 
move all the way on a single bill of 
lading, and in the case of loss or 
damage to your furniture, you would 
have to deal with one carrier only. 

For another, you will be given a 
higher “release valuation”-that is, 
the value of your household goods 
will now be rated at 30 cents a 
pound rather than the former 10 
cents. 

The carriers offering the service 
have also indicated they will make 
available to owners a comprehensive 
all-risk insurance policy to cover the 
shipment from the origin to ultimate 
destination. You will have to pay the 
cost of the insurance yourself. 

The new set-up is expected to 
mean some savings in cost to the 
government as well. 

For more information on this-new 
means of transporting your house- 
hold goods to and from Hawaii, .see 
ybur nearest household goods ship- 
ping activity. 

completed, there will be no further 
competition in baseball, basketball, 
and track and field on the Inter- 
Service level. Baseball and basket- 
ball competition, however, will be 
continued in the Navy program. 

The revision of the Navy sports 
program will be mostly an expan- 
sion, and will include all sports cur- 
rently being held on the Inter-Ser- 
vice level. Some of the sports that 
will be added are touch football, 
softball, and volleyball. 

A big reason for the change in 
emphasis in the sports program is 
that under the new set-up, more 
men will be able to participate in 
Navy sports than before. Also, their 
chances of reaching the All-Navy 
and Inter-Service levels of competi- 
tion will be greater. Ships and sta- 
tions with small complements will, 
under the new program, be able to 
field teams on a comparable com- 
petitive level. 

AWARDS CUT-OFF DATE- 
The eligibility period has, f run out 
for three service medals authorized 
for Navymen who put in wartime 
service in the Korean theater. 

The medals are the Korean Serv- 
ice Medal, the United Nations Serv- 
ice Medal and the National Defense 
Service Medal. 

Each of the, three had 
date of 27‘ Jun 1950, the 
outbreak of hostilities in Korea. 

Now, a little more than four years 
later, the Navy has set the cut-off 
date for the three at 27 July 1954. 
Incidentally, the Ch 

which you rate, if any, consult U. S. 
Navy and Marine Corps Awards 
Manual (Rev. 1953) or ALL HANDS 
for April 1954, p. 50. 

1. This instrument i s  used to (a) 
indicate wind direction (b) indicate 
wind velocity (c) indicate the speed 

- - I  

(a) barometer (b) pitometer (c) ane- 

3. The aircraft, here shown starting 
its take-off, is  the (a) P2V Neptune (b) 
Sea Dart (c) P5M Marlin. 

4. The white spurts at the side of 
the plane are the result of (a) exhaust 
from the engine (b) smokeless JATO 
(c) tracer-bullet guns. 

modern battleship with the most years 
ctive service, is  (a) 
(b) USS Ne@ Jersey 

6. When one of the above i s  pl&ed 
in mothballs, there will be only three 

vice. They are (a) USS Texas, USS 
Indiana and USS New Mexico (b) USS 
Oregon, USS Alabama and USS Cali- 
fornia (c) USS New Jersey, USS Iowa 
and USS Wisconsin. 

You’ll find the answers ;O 







ALL-NAVY TALENT ON TV-Guitarist Frank Marone, AT3; Comedian Allan Aiken, ADAN; and ’The Three Kings‘. 

Navy ‘Smoker‘ Makes a 
AHORESIDE VERSION of the “Ship’s 

Smoker,” one of the oldest forms 
of recreation in the Navy, was pre- 
sented to a nation-wide audience for 
the first time when winners in the 
All-Navy Talent Contest performed 
on “The Toast of the Town” television 
show. 

Selected by their shipmates at na- 
val activities fro-m coast to coast and 
from the Fleet in the Navy’s initial 
service-wide talent contest, 37 Navy- 
men and Waves gathered in New 
York City in September for the final 
eliminations. 

When the “shoreside smoker” went 

on the air waves, it provided an hour- 
long show ranging from comedy pan- 
tomime and acrobatics to calypso and 
straight singing. The television broad- 
cast, which gave Navy families and 
their friends throughout the nation 
an opportunity to see a sample of a 
ship’s “Happy Hour,” grew out of Bu- 
Pers Notice 1‘7‘10, issued this summer. 

The contest, designed to “discover 
and encourage musical and theatrical 
talent” in the Navy, was waged on a 
Navy-wide basis with participation 
from the Fleet when and as possible. 
Marines stationed at naval activities 
were also eligible. 

‘LORD’S PRAYER‘ is sung by John Diffy, YNSN, accompanied by the Bain- 
bridge Choir and pianist Alethia Mayo, SN (W), during telecast of the show. 

National Hit 
Relying on the same type of facili- 

ties as are usually found aboard ships 
and naval stations, the Navy contest 
instructions prohibited acts requiring 
specialized scenery, and authorized 
only appropriate costumes and prop- 
erties such as musical instruments, 
puppets, etc. 

From the opening number of “An- 
chors Aweigh,” by the famed NTC 
Bainbridge choir, the show moved . 
along at  a fast and entertaining pace. 
The all-male choir, under the direc- 
tion of Richmond S. Wright, PN2, 
USN, is composed mostly of recruits 
undergoing basic training, hence 
there is an almost constant personnel 
changeover. Yet the choir put on 
a highly polished performance, de- 
spite the fact that it was called on 
to sing two pieces that the men of 
the chorus had never sung before. 

T i i r t  a f m n r  hniirc hpfnre the nrn- 

gram went on the air, the accom- 
panist, Lieutenant (junior grade) 
R. J. Lawton, USNR, along with the 
choir director, got the group together 
backstage and in jig time, they had 
the songs down pat. 

Each of the acts that reached the 
finals in the All-Navy Talent Contest 
was outstanding. Because of time lim- 
itations, some of the performances 
had to be eliminated in the 60-minute 
television broadcast. However, as 
many of the runner-up contestants as 
possible were used with other acts. 

Take, for instance, Alethia Mayo, 
SN (W) ,  USN, of the Washington, 
D.C., Receiving Station. A classical 
pianist, she wasn’t selected for the 

ALL HANDS 
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PUPPETEER Jerry Hartnett, HN, warms up. Tenor John Duffy, YNSN, rehearses song. Marine ’Harmaniacs’ sound off. 

show, but she did appear, as an ac- 
companist to John Duffy, YNSN, USN, 
tenor from NAAS Barin Field, Foley, 
Ala. 

Jerry Hartnett, HN, USN, of the 
Portsmouth, Va., Naval Hospital, pro- 
vided the audience with an entertain- 
ing marionette show, featuring his 
puppet, “Leilani” who danced the 
“Dragnet Hula.” 

Jerry, who started this hobby at 
the age of seven, learned to make and 
manipulate his marionettes at the 
Public Library in his homitown of 
Hempstead, L. I., N. Y. Since being 
assigned to the Portsmouth Naval 
Hospital in March 1953, Jerry has 
done about 200 shows in the wards. 

“The Harmaniacs,” a harmonica 
trio made up of Marine PFCs Domi- 
nick Sgro, Igor Sedor and Antonio 
Sgro, were the first of three Leather- 
neck acts on the show. 

Other Marines on the show were 
SSgt Irvin Redcay, of the Marine 
Corps Band, who played the piano, 
and calypso singer Second Lieutenant 
Edgar House, of MCAS Cherry Point, 
N. C. 

Laughs on the show were provided 
by Allen Aiken, ADAN, USN, of NAS 
Moffett Field, Calif., with a comedy 
routine of the Bob Hope type. Fran- 
cis Bushee, SR, USN, of NTC San 
Diego, Calif., gave impersonations of 
famous celebrities, and Wave Tobi 
Anderson, SN, USN, of Norfolk Naval 
LYLalIuII, u1u a curr1auy parlLurrllIrle 011 

the song “Twd to Tango.” 
Besides Tobi Anderson, the other 

Waves on the show were vocalist 
Lillian Speese, SN, (W)  , USN, of NAS 
Alameda, Calif., and Eslun Chin, SN 
(W) ,  USN, of the Seattle, Wash., Na- 
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val Station, who performed a tap 
dance. . 

The two music combos on the vari- 
ety‘show represented the East and 
West Coasts. From NAS, San Diego, 
Calif., came the “Note-Ables,” con- 
sisting of Charles Austin, SN, USN, 
George Rego, SN, USN, Kenneth 
Brown, SN, USN, and Gene Knight, 
SN, USN. 

Representing NAS Norfolk and the 
East were the “Aristo-cats,” made up 
of Roger Ronk, MU2, USN, Charles 
W. Evans, MU2, USN, Jack Cantwell, 
AD3, USN, and Frank Kersel, SN, 

The other group act was an acro- 
bat team, “The Three Kings,” from 
NAS Atlantic City, N. J. The three 

USN. 

sailors, George King, EMFN, USN, 
Robert Shinkle, EMPFN, USN, and 
Angelo Lococo, AC3, USN, had joined 
forces only a few months before the 
All-Navy Talent Contest eliminations. 
Each had studied acrobatics as a 
civilian and happened to meet while 
stationed at NAS Atlantic City. 

In another ‘single’ act on the show, 
Ronald Saviniwicz, MU2, USN, of uss 
Pocono (AGC le), gave an expert 
accordion solo. Milton Monbleau, SN, 
USN, of NTC Great Lakes, Ill., sing- 
ing “Hey There,” drew heavy ap- 
plause from the television audience, 
as did Frank Marone, AT3, USN, of 
NAS Patuxent River, Md., playing 
the electric guitar. 

During Marone’s act, the electric 

SWING COMBO--‘Note-Ables,’ Charles Austin, SN; George Rego, SN; Ken- 
neth Brown, SN; and Gene Knight, SN; practice exit with Ed Sullivan. 







USS PlGEON earned two Presidential Unit Citations in WW SI. This photo was made nearly a quarter century earlier. 

USS Pigeon Was No Sitting Duck 
Here the story of uss Pigeon (ASR 

6) ,  completely told for the first time. 
It is this battered and ancient sub- 
marine rescue vessel that has the 
unequalled distinction of being the 
ONLY surface vessel of the U. S .  
Navy to have been twice awarded 
the Presidential Unit Citation. 

& COMBAT VESSELS GO, Pigeon 
didn’t amount to much when she 

limped into Cavite Navy Yard, Ma- 
nila Bay, late in November 1941 for 
overhaul and repairs. Launched in 
1919, the 946-ton vessel had been 
severely damaged twice during her 
career and was now serving her de- 
clining years as a China Coast work 
horse until the day of her final de- 
commissioning. 

Pigeon’s skipper, LCDR (now 
RADM) Richard E. Hawes USN, had 
launched his career as a fireman l / c  
two years before Pigeon had begun 
her Navy tour. Later an ensign in 
the Naval Reserve, LCDR Hawes 
had begun his Regular Navy career 
as an officer by special act of Cong- 

ress, in recognition of his work as 
Boatswain in the salvage of the sub- 
marine uss S-51. 

Pigeon had the usual complement 
in her crew-a single ensign, three 
warrants, and approximately 100 en- 
listed men. Their caliber is illus- 
trated by their actions during the 
last three vital weeks of December 
1941. 

Nevertheless, to a survey party’s 
first glance, Pigeon would seem to 
be be poorly equipped to face her 
moment of glory. On the morning 
of 10 Dec 1941, when the Japanese 
followed their first attacks with a 
massive air raid over Manila Bay, 
Pigeon was moored at Machina 
Wharf, Cavite Navy Yard, in a five- 
ship nest, with her anchor engine 
and a large part of her steering as- 
sembly hopelessly scattered through- 
out the Yard for repairs. Inboard of 
her were the submarine Seadragon 
(SS 194) and Sealion (SS 195), 
both in varying stages of overhaul. 
Next to Sealion was the mine sweep- 
er Bittern (AM 3 6 ) .  Then came 

Pigeon and another mine sweeper 
Quail (AM 15). 

With no rudder, Pigeon might be 
a little slow and unwieldy, but she 
was ready and willing. In the brief 
time since enemy planes had first 
appeared overhead, hard work and 
ingenuity had made Pigeon sea- 
worthy. A rough, homemade tiller 
had been installed and relieving 
tackles rigged. The main engines 
were warmed up and steam was 
ready at the throttle. A steaming 
watch had been maintained since 
danger first appeared. 

At the first appearance of the 
planes, on 10 December, finding that 
the jury-rigged rudder was not ade- 
quate for the delicate maneuvering 
required to clear the nest, Pigeon 
lashed herself to Quail, who dragged 
her clear of the pier into the more 
open waters of the bay. There, with 
all guns spitting futilely at the Japa- 
nese planes cruising leisurely over- 
head, both vessels maneuvered inde- 
pendently to avoid the falling bombs. 
One string fell about 200 feet astern 

16 ’ ALL HANDS 



of Pigeon, and another to port about 
200 yards, both shaking the ship 
severely. 

Equipped with 3-inch guns which 

decided to stay in the bay and at- 
tempt, at least, to hold the planes 
at a respectable altitude. Pigeon was 
at that time armed with two 50 
caliber and two 30 caliber machine 
guns. A few useless rounds were 
enough to convince Pigeon’s skipper 
that sling shots would be as effective 
as her guns against the bombers. 
The crew did have the small satis- 
faction of seeing their bullets pour 
into a low-flying fighter; however, 
they had no effect. 

From the relative safety of the 
bay, the crew of Pigeon could see 
that Cavite was now a molten fur- 
nace. Oil tanks had exploded, send- 
ing up mountainous eruptions of 
smoke and flame. Machine shops, 
docks and storehouses had burst into 
flame and were already crumbling to 
the ground. Explosions of air flasks 
and detonating warheads were tak- 
ing place. From the north, fresh for- 
mations of enemy planes appeared. 

Hawes was faced with a simple 
but hard decision. With no loss of 
honor he could stay in the bay and 
take his chances against the planes 
or he could go back into Cavite 
and attempt to save what remained 
of the submarines and their crews. 

The ASR lived up to her desig- 
nator as a submarine rescue ship. 
Pigeon moved into what appeared 
to be certain suicide. At this point, 
Sealion was completely wrecked, but 
Seadragon, her engines dead, had 

941, shows Cavite Navy Yard ablaze after being bombed by enemy planes. 
‘men (above) as they watch Japanese plane flying over ship in World War II. 





Meanwhile, there was a job to do, - 52 . - L  

including the repair and fitting out 
of Pigeon herself. For once, a hum- 
ble rescue vessel could bc fitted out 
to her skipper’s taste as a man-of- 
war. In between repair and salvage 
jobs and further Japanese attacks, 
Pigeon’s crew salvaged thc necessary 
steering equipment from the now 
useless Ijittern, installed a new an- 
chor engine, repaired the leaking 
forward peak tank, installed 20 to 
30 sheets of boiler plate as splinter 
protection for the guns, and replaced 
all the glass windows in the chart 
house with additional boiler plate. 

c 

, 

~ 
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PIGEON helped in disposal of Philippine qold and silver. USS Trout (SS 5661, 
For armament, the refitted Pigeon 

was loaded down with two (‘new’’ 
shown here, was one of the submarines which carried gold to the States. I 

3-inch guns, six additional 50 caliber 
machine guns, 26 service rifles, five manding officer. which had been wrecked by bombs, 
automatic rifles and two dozen “45” Danger became a habit, no longer and salvaging its 160,000 gallons of 
automatics. They succeeded in load- worthy of comment. All operations fuel oil in order that the gunboats 
ing to capacity with 50 caliber am- were conducted with lookouts alert- might stay on patrol. Pigeon’s crew 
munition, but were forced to satisfy ed, with guns fully manned and fre- salvaged and concealed 400,000 gal- 
themselves with 460 rounds of am- quently busy. One night mission in- lons of deisel oil to enable the sub- 
munition for the 3-inch guns. After cluded the recovery of a barge of marines then contacting Corregidor 
all strictly nonfunctional equipment submarine mines from an area al- to take on fuel; they salvaged in- 
was thrown overboard, pigeon’s ready under control by the Japanese. numerable small boats; they set up 
draft was 14 feet 6 inches aft and The errand was accomplished, of and operated a repair base for in- 
1~ fno+ A :-..Les forward, instead of course, and with the added touch shore patrol boats, manufactured a 

1 load mean of 13 feet of lighting off several hundred bar- 600-foot fish net to provide fresh fish 
7 inches. Bring on the enenfy! rels of enemy-held aviation gasoline. for crews ashore; they assisted in 

Other standard missions included dumping the Philippine silver cur- This was, of course, spare time beaching a 17,000-ton freighter rency. There were other routine work. Recreational activities, so to errands, of course, such as moving speak. As a part of Pigeon’s job, she buoys and picking up a disabled oil moved and anchored countless ves- barge which had drifted into the sels clear of the now-useless Navy mine field. Yard; installed on the minesweeper 
There were more interesting Tmager (AM-5) antiaircraft guns 

taken from ships that had been bad- moments. During the first bombing 
ly damaged by the ever-recurring attack on Corregidor, Pigem was 
attacks or which were already scrap- able to fire six rounds, proudly, 
ped. from her 3-inch antiaircraft guns. 

While she fed an average of 125 Lack of experience told, however, 
men daily, including working parties and she was unable to bring down 
and boats at Cavite, Pigeon furnish- even one plane. 
ed crane service and assistance for The Pigeon’s chagrined crew re- 





INTER-SERVICE FINALS-Navy’s Lou Townes, AD1, reaches down to tag Army‘s Jim Landis, sliding safely to third. 

Norfolk Swings I ts Way Into 
N UNDERDOG NAVY team sw‘ept 

Athrough to win the runner-up spot 
in the 1954 Inter-Service Baseball 
Tournament held this year at the 
Army’s Camp Carson, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 

The powerful Army squad from 
Fort Ord, Calif., won the champion- 
ship in this year’s tourney, which in- 
cidentally ends baseball competition 
presently held on the Inter-Service 
level. 

In the championship game, the 
dopesters weren’t giving the Navy 
champs, NAS Norfolk, any chance at 
all against Army. But AII-Navy 
champs are not the type to roll over 
and play dead. 

Dick Irvine opened on the mound 
for Navy and after a scoreless first 
inning, he was staked 
lead when John Jaciuk 
“ya-chek”) smashed a 
the right field fence 35 

The Army threatened 
Pitcher Bud Watkins singled but was 
out trying to stretch it to a double. 
Jim Landis, Army centerfielder, who 
was later selected as the outstanding 
player in the tourney, followed kith 
a triple to deep right center but he 
was stranded on third as Irvin 
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the next man ground out and then 
struck out J. W. Porter, the Army’s 
ace. 

But in the bottom of the fourth, the 
Army succeeded in knotting the score 
when Manny LaCosta walked and 
came around on a long double by 
Jack Steinagel. Again, Navy’s Irvine 
got tough and ended the inning with- 
out further damage. 

The hustling Navy nine came back 
in the fifth to take the lead again 
with what appeared to be two big 
runs. Bob Stefanich, Navy shortstop, 
walked and catcher Bob “Boio” 
Graham singled him to third. Pitcher 
Dick Irvine then boosted his own 
stock as he slapped out a two-run 
double to put the sailors ahead 3-1. 

This lead lasted until the bottbm 
of the sixth when singles by LaCoSta 
and Steinagel, followed by a double 
by Bill Hansen, again brought Army 
from behind to tie the score. 

In the seventh, Army moved ,in 
front to stay when their batters ex- 
ploded for two runs on a double by 
pitcher Bud Watkins (Navy couldn’t 
get this guy out)-he had a 3 for 3 
night followed by a 390-foot home 
run by Bob Landis. 

The Army pitcher protected his 

Service Finals 
lead with a vengeance, retiring 14 
out of the last 15 men he faced. Only 
Frank Montgomery, Navy’s right 
fielder, reached base after Navy had 
scored its final two runs. With two 
out in the top of the ninth, Mont- 
gomery sent a sizzling grass cutter 
that went between the first baseman’s 
legs for an error. 

I t  didn’t make much difference, 
however, because the next Navy bat- 
ter flied out to end the closely fought 
ball game, making Army the winner 
and 1954 Inter-Service Baseball 
Champion. Final Score: 5-3. 

Army and Navy reached the pin- 
nacle of service baseball by defeating 
the Marines and Air Force, respec- 
tively, in preliminary games. In the 
first game of the tourney, Navy edged 
the Air Force nine 3-2 in 10 innings 
and Army manhandled the Marines 

Navy was limited to only five hits 
by Air Force Pitcher Joe Gaskins, 
but the Bluejackets made full use of 
their base knocks to edge the War- 
ren Air. Force Base team in the extra 
inning game. Bill Dufour, Navy 
chucker, was tagged for 11 hits but 
managed to space them well enough 
to keep out of serious trouble. How- 

7-1. 
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the l Y S 4  All-Navy title. game, was the first 20-game 
So ended the struggle by the two winner in the history of NAS 

teams who had battled through the Norfolk. 
long and tough All-Navy elimina- The fast-balling right-hander 
tions. This year was SubPac’s third Another similar case oc- amassed a 20-6 over-all record, 
trip to the All-Navy series and second which is no mean feat consider- 
setback, the “Raiders” having met ing the short season played by 
with success only in the 1949 All- most Navy teams. * * *  
tico. Major Baseball League, yet the Bobby Hoeft, Navy’s clutch 

Here’s how the teams fared in the hitting centerfielder, missed by 
various District and Fleet, quarter a hair being selected as the 
and semi-final All-Navy eliminations: Naval District crown and tourney’s “Outstanding Play- 
Naval er,” the award going to the 
District Champions “Gators” for the Eastern Navy Army’s centerfielder, Bob Lan- 

1st N.D. NAS Quonset Point, R. 1. title. dis. 
3rd N.D. All this serves as proof that Hoeft, however, was unani- 
5th N.D. NAS Norfolk, Va. a predicting sportswriter can mously voted to the Inter-Serv- 
6th N.D. NABT Pensacola, Fla. never do right: If he predicts ice All-star team selected by 
8th N.D. NATTC Norman, Okla. them correctly, well, that’s his members of the press and radio 

job. If he predicts them wrong, covering the series. Other 9th N.D. NTC Greak lakes, 111. 

he’s a goof and shouldn’t be in Navymen selected to the team 11 th N.D. NAS San Diego, Calif. 

the business. What down is it? were first baseman John Jaciuk 12th N.D. NAS Alarneda, Calif. 
13th N.D. NAS Whidbey Island, Wash. 

and pitcher Bill Dufour. * * *  14th ND. SubPac, Pearl Harbor, 1. H. * * *  
17th N.D. Naval Station, Kodiak, Alaska 
SPNC-PRNC RecSta, Washington, D. C. “We just wanted to win’’ Although this tournament 

Sec~ional Champs was the way Chic0 Palamara featured the best teams from 
Eastern Naval Districts Champion - NAS and John Jaciuk, NAS Norfolk the Army, Navy, Air Force and 

Norfolk. co-captains described their Marines, there was a scarcity 
Western Naval Districts Champion - NAS team’s pressure playing in the of outstanding fielding plays- 

Alameda. All-Navy. ‘‘S&Pac had an ex- In fact, only three double- 
cellent ball club, but we got plays were executed through- 

Pacific. 

not to take anything away from 
the Alameda squad, but rather 
to show that in baseball you 
never can tell. 

curred in Eastern Navy Base- 
ball. NAS Norfolk lost out in 
the pennant race to ComPhib- 

Navy baseball tourney against Quan- Lant for the Norfolk . Navy 

“Flyers” went on to win the 
5th N.D. crown, the Eastern 

downed those same PhibLant 

Cape Maye, N. J., Coast Guard 

Pacific Fleet Champion - Submafine Force, 
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’Mo’ Joins Reserve Fleet- 

So Long, But Nof Goodby 
HE ONLY u. s. capital ship that 
has been in continuous active ser- 

vice for the last 10 years (without 
having been decommissioned) is 
going into reserve. 

The 58,000-ton battleship uss 
Missouri (BB 63) is joining the 
Navy’s “Mothball Fleet.” After 
steaming more than half a million 
miles in a decade she is scheduled 
to be decommissioned at Bremerton, 
Wash., and placed in protective 
storage on the West Coast about the 
beginning of the year, having made 
the long swing from the Atlantic 
around through the Panama Canal. 

The big ship’s three sister ships 
will continue in the active fleet. The 
three, uss Iowa (BB 61),  uss New 
Jersey (BB 62)  and uss Wisconsin 
(BB 64), are all in the Atlantic 
Fleet. 

From the time she was placed in 
commission on 11 Jun 1944 until 
the end of World War 11, Missouri 
operated as a major unit of various 
task groups, each a part of the 
famous Fast Carrier Task Forces 58 
or 38. During this period she par- 
ticipated in actions. supporting the 
seizures of Iwo Jima and Okinawa; 
carrier air strikes against Tokyo, 

UPPER LEFT: CREW MEMBERS of USS Missouri (BB 63) man the rail. Upper 
right: ‘Mighty Mo‘ inches her way through Gatun Locks, Panama Canal. Left 
center: Japanese ’kamikaze’ plane swoops low to crash into Missouri’s side 
during World War I I .  The aircraft caused little damage, no casualties. Below 
right: FADM Chester W. Nimitz, USN, signs Japanese surrender document on 
Missouri’s deck. Below left: Missouri‘s big guns blast away a t  Wonsan Harbor. 



document on 2 Sep 1945 in Tokyo 
Bay. 

During her peacetime years Mis- 
souri was occupied with training 
cruises and several goodwill missions 
to Europe and South America. 

Then when the Korean war broke 
out, the “Big Mo” was once more 
called to the battle front. She 
steamed more than 80,000 miles dur- 
ing her Korean service, bombarding 
the enemy. with almost 8000 tons 
of ammunition. 

After the shooting ended Missouri 
resumed her peacetime training du- 
ties and special missions, standing 
ready for any emergency. 

Like her sister ships, Missouri is 
a “floating city” offering many ser- 
vices comparable to those of a full- 
grown community. In height, the 
battlewagon is the equivalent of an 
18-story building with seven stories 
underwater. In addition, she has: 

0 Four enginerooms, each with a 
53,000 horsepower engine. They can 
drive the ship forward at 32 knots. 

0 250 miles of cable and gener- 
ators that could handle the indus- 
trial and domestic load of a city of 
about 20,000 population. 

0 2000 telephones (mostly sound 
powered battle telephones). 

0 A bakery that turns out some 
400 pounds of bread, plus 1200 pies 
a day; a creamery that makes 1000 
quarts of ice cream a day. 

A daily newspaper (mimeo- 
graphed) which gives the latest 
stateside and world news. 

A post office which sells almost 
$35,000 worth of stamps and money 
orders each month. 

0 Almost 100 coffee messes where 
a sailor can get a cup of “Joe.” 

0 An education office which 
handles more than 200 correspond- 
ence courses monthly. 

The thousands of Navymen who 
have been “citizens” of th_e “floating 
city” are proud of the experience 
and will miss their former home. 

Meanwhile, Missouri herself, al- 
though buttoned up tight in the 
mothball fleet, still stands ready to 
unlimber her guns and get going 
again should the occasion arise. 

-Ted Sarnmon 

WISCONSIN IN 1903-Front row (I-to-r): CAPT H. C. Davis, USMC; Medical 
Inspector E. H. Green; CAPT Uriel Sebree, USN, CO; LCDR H. T. Mayo, Exec; 
2nd LCDR A. W. Dodd, Engineer. Back row (I-to-r): Paymaster J. W. Morse, 
Supply; LT H. A. Wiley, Gunnery; and LCDR G. W. McElroy, Engineer, 

The Name’s the  Same, Bot Do You Recognize the Uniform? 
One day in the morning mail zine set out to confirm the identi- 

:ame these two carbon-copy pic- ties of all concerned. Not having 
ures. any ready reference on the com- 

It seems a crew member of the plements of battleships of 50 years 
2attleship uss Wisconsin (BB 64) ago, the staff enlisted the aid of 
lad come upon the old photo the Naval History Division, the 
(above) in a dusty corner, a photo Naval Historical Foundation and 
;bowing a group of officers posed several ranking officers rich in 
’ormidably on the deck of the old naval experience. 
iattlewagon Wisconsin (BB 9) Hence, ALL HANDS is indebted 
lack in 1903. to Fleet Admiral William D. Leahy, 

USN, Rear Admiral Julius A. Furer, 
iicture, the current Wisconsin USN (Ret.), Rear Admiral John B. 
)fficers holding down the same Heffernan, USN (Ret.), Commo- 
Iillets posed in an exact replica of dore Dudley W. Knox, USN (Ret.) 
he old-time shot. (See below.) and Captain J. W. McElroy, USNR, 

An interesting sidelight to the for their help. The group provided 

Suitably impressed by the old 

&ole story onn---oT1 Iker  the the mnst niithnritntive rewnrrh 
Ihotos reached 
)ffice. As it usus 

WISCU.NSIN Ih 
Gibbs, MC; CAI 
LCDR S. E. W. S 
CDR D. R. Ma 
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scarce in tne rar reacnes or tne 
Arctic. Information supplied by flight 
crews aid aerologists in forecasting 
storms and in planning the routes 
of future flights. 

When the aircraft return to home 
base, the day’s work is just begin- 
ning for other elements of the VP-16 
team. Flight crews are debriefed by 
the Aid Intelligence Officer. Faulty 
plane performance is reported to 
Maintenance for correction by night 
crews. Dispatches are sent, engines 
changed, tanks fueled, all in prepa- 
ration for the next day’s flights. 

Patrol Squadron 16 is just one of 
the Navy’s powerful, long-range 
bomber squadrons upholding the 
Navy’s around-the-world vigilance 
tradition. But the rigorous duties 
connected with operating an ad- 
vanced base do not stop the train- 
ing programs which insure a com- 
mand sufficient trained personnel to 
take the place of men being rotated 
to-other duties. 

Classroom lectures are augmented 
by local training flights, during which 
pilots and crew members simulate 
adverse weather, engine failures, and 
battle conditions. Dress rehearsals of 
plane ditching are held in Keflavik 
harbor to accustom crewmen to the 
anti-exposure suits, sealed at  neck 
and wrists and equipped with 
double rubber boots. 

Nautical Mile Loses Four FE 
Officially, Pearl Harbor has 

been moved a little more th 
mile farther away from the 
Coast-without actually movin 
all. The Departments of De 
and Commerce accomplished 
feat by jointly adopting the 
national nautical mile to replac 
slightly longer U. S. unit. 

As every seaman knows, 
~ u t i c a l  mile equals one minu 
latitude,” but trying to pin 
the exact number of feet in 
minute of latitude is somethinp 
again. 

The U. S. nautical mile wa 
rived by assuming 60 nautical 
per degree of latitude, with 
mile equalling 1,853,248 mete] 

Le int 
LS bee 
33 fet 

n! 

6,080.20 U. S. feet. TI 
tional unit of measure ha 
at a length of 6,076.103: 
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FOUR OF A KIND-USS Cabildo ( E D  16), USS Colonial (LSD 18), USS Gun- 
sfon Hall (LSD 5)  and USS Catamount (LSD 17) rendezvous at Japanese port. 
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at numerous naval activities. i ne  
latest one is at Navy Air Transport 
Squadron Eight (VR-8) at Hickam 
Air Force Base, Hawaii. 

A group of CPOs in the squadron 
approached their executive officer 
with the idea of forming such a club. 
Given the green light, the men 
turned to, getting a place to hold 
meetings, electing officers and writ- 
ing the rules. 

Civilian and military personnel 
from other MATS squadrons at Hic- 
kam may be voted into the club. 
At present, there are 60 members in 
the “Depth Devils,” the club‘s of- 
ficial name. 

One of the first things the diving 
enthusiasts decided was to have a 
type of “training program” for new 
members before they ventured into 
the deep with underwater breathing 
devices. 

One authority has stated that 
probably the greatest danger to men 
exploring in the strange element of 
the sea is not the animals in it but 
the gadgets men use underwater. 
For example, a breathing device in 
the hands of a novice can be more 
dangerous than a shark. 

To offset this, and also to acquaint 
the members of the “Depth Devils” 
with the various species of fish in 
the Hawaiian Islands, the club in- 
vites experts to lecture at the meet- 
ings on such subjects as equipment, 
underwater physiology, fish types and 
fishing techniques. 

Besides lectures, prospective club 
members are also given “dry run” 
instructions in the use of the breath- 
ing equipment. They must learn to 
clear their face masks underwater, 
clear their air hose, ditch the under- 
water lungs at 10 feet, make a free 
ascent and retrieve the lung. 

Those who do not use the breath- 
ing devices are not required to go 
through the training, but all mem- 
bers of the “Depth Devils” must 
demonstrate their ability to rescue 
a drowning person and give correct 
artificial respiration. 

There is plenty of incentive to 
complete the training. Activities of 
the VR-8 “Depth Devils” thus far 
have included swimming, deep-sea 
sightseeing and spear fishing for the 
thousands of different types of fish 

u---v‘aiian waters. 
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TOWNSPEOPLE of Saint Lawrence and Lawn, Newfoundland, express 
their approval of the new hospital at  the dedication ceremonies. 

Newfoundland’s Rescue of Navymen Is  Remembered 
A hospital has been presented to 

the people of two small Newfound- 
land villages by the U. S. in belated 
thanks for the population’s heroic 
deeds in saving 182 crewmembers 
of two U. S. Navy ships that were 
wrecked on the Newfoundland 
coast in 1942. 

The event being commemorated 
happened in the early days of 
World War 11, when uss Pollux 
(AKS 2 )  and uss Truxtun (DD 
229) were tossed up on the rocky 
Newfoundland coast by one of the 
wild and raging storms common in 
that part of the North Atlantic. 
When word of the disaster spread, 
the entire population of the two 
villages turned out to undertake 
rescue operations. 

Fighting bitter cold and high 
winds, the townsfolk of Saint Law- 
rence and Lawn sped to the scene 
of the wreck. Lines were lowered 
to men marooned on the rocky 
ledges; many of the natives made 
their way down the steep cliffs to 
assist in ship-to-shore rescue efforts. 

One hundred and eighty-two 
Navy survivors were pulled out of 

the water that night, but another 
204 officers and men lost their lives. 
The plaque decorating the new hos- 
pital pays special tribute in these 
words: “It is hoped that. this hos- 
pital will serve as a living memorial 
to the 204 officers and men of the 
United States Navy who lost their 
lives in the disaster and as a vital 
reminder of the inherent courage 
of mankind.” 

The construction of the new hos- 
pital was authorized by joint reso- 
lution of Congress for the people 
of the two communities who came 
to the aid of the Navymen. 

At the time of the tragedy there 
was no hospital at  either Saint 
Lawrence or Lawn and the survi- 
vors were taken by sleds into the 
private homes of the townspeople. 

Newfoundland’s Premier, Joseph 
Smallwood, accepted the keys to 
the memorial hospital on behalf of 
the townspeople, as the American 
flag over the hospital was taken 
down. It was the same flag that 
had been brought ashore from the 
ill-fated Truxtun two days after 
the dramatic rescue. 
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bility list, personnel will be removed lieving, or other responsible indi- A few changes have been made from the list if they have not been viduals, whether the extra costs in- 
in the procedures for per- selected for the duty requested volved with concurrent travel (that 

to duty within one year of the date of place- is, the possibility of protracted stays in missions~ ment on the list. Official notification in hotels) will be more than he can 
MAAGs9 joint staffs and Supreme of removal will not be made. Per- afford. Reason for this is the high Headquarters sonnel whose names are removed cost of living at many stations, scar- 
and its components' from the Iist one year from date of city of quarters and the difficult liv- The new procedures are contain- placement, may resubmit requests ing conditions found in some coun- 
ed - . in ---, BuPers Inst* 1306*6A Of 30 at any time thereafter if they are tries. 

,... .. .W", w - . . . .  -..-..."I , ...--..- " 

to 

I 

still eligible. For a full run-down on what 
When an applicant is selected for awaits you if you succeed in get- 

this type duty, his orders will indi- ting MAAG, attache or mission duty, 
cate whether or not concurrent see ALL HANDS, December 1953, 
travel of dependents is authorized. p. 48. 

Ju1 l Y 5 4 .  

It is pointed Out that the issuance 
Of this instruction does not indicate 
that there are any new Or increased 
vacancies in these duty assignments' 
Rather, the directive prescribes the 
new methods for enlisted prsonnel 
to follow in requesting duty of this 
nature. 

One big change is that Navymen 
with more than 17 years' active duty 
are now eligible to apply for this In the days of sail the American Navy- 
type duty. H ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  personnel in man worked to music-music of  his own 

this category must sign an agree- making, tunes which seldom reached the 
beach and never swept the land as No. 1 

in Order to have The songs were originally called "shan- 
the required obligated service for ties," but through the years have become 
the duty. known as chanteys. There are four different 

Also, some rates have been added spellings of the word today, 011 correct. 
to the list for which billets are pres- Most people believe that the name for these 

ently The additions to songs came from the French word "chanter" 

the list are: BMC, CDC, M M ~ ,  which means to sing, but there is another 

BT1, PN1, QM2, DC2, FP2, L12, school of thought that maintains that they 
should still be called "shanties," claiming 

CM2, DK32 DM3, DC3, CM37 this name came from the shanties along 
HM3, CSSN, CDCN and CMCN* the Mobile, Ala., waferfront where the 
Rates which have been removed sailors picked up many of the tunes (later 

from the eligibility list are: FCC, adding their own words). 
AGC, FC1, MN1, FT1, AF1, FC2, Whichever the origin, the songs themselves ing with all they had on certain words in 
EN2, AG2, AF2 and HM2. played an important part in the "old Navy." the song. It is said that you could tel l  

The new instruction also points Chanteys were divided into three distinct whether a ship had a-good shanty-man or 
classes. "Short drag chanteys" were used not by the speed with which the topsail yard 

Out that having a wife 
when a few strong pulls were needed on a went to the masthead. 

Or parents from line. While hauling aft a sheet or tautening "Heaving chanteys" were of a different 
naval attache duty only. YOU can, a weather brace the shanty-man (a good rhythm and much more elaborate than the 
however, put in for the other types, one was highly prized by both officers and other types. They were used for jobs that 
i.e., MAAGs, naval missions, etc. crew) would stand high above the rest of demanded continuous action, such as walk- 
Candidates for this type duty should the crew and sing with as many quirks, ing around a capstan, working at the pumps 

indicate on their applications the variations and quavers as his ingenuity and or heaving on the windlass. 

state or country in which wife and ability would allow. "Haul the bowline, Kitty Proof of the importance of the chantey 
is my darling," or some other of the many was the shanty-man himself. Although he both parents were born* If any were chanteys that were the rage a t  the time. had no official title or rate, he was relieved 

foreign born, You give the The rest of the crew would add their voices of  ail other duties and spent his time singing 
date of u. s. naturalization Or Per- strong on the second line, and on the last or working up verses for the chanteys he 
tinent naturalization data. word a combined pu!l would be made to knew. 

Personnel should indicate on the make the ropes "come home." Seldom if ever were chanteys recorded on 
requests three choices of duty sta- "Long drag chanteys" were longer songs 

tion by country or area. Indicate with endless versions to speed the sailors 

country only, not a particular loca- on their way while working on such jobs 
as hauling up the topsail halyards. Again 
the shanty-man would lead the song while 

I S e a  Chanfeys  

L 
ment to remain on active duty for a on the hit parade. 

three years 

' 

which pc 
ings c h t  
the same. Steam, diesel and the machine age 
have pushed them into the past-gone, but tion. 

\?rhen - _  - - are received ..* . the workers joined in from time to time, pull- not forgotten. 

have been placed on the eligibility 
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instructed on submitting claims for 
transportation of dependents. Each 
individual shall be informed that 
separation from the naval service 
does not terminate his personal re- 
sponsibility in connection with the 
submiqsion of claims against the 
Government. 

As a further aid in reducing in- 
correct claims, NavSandA Form 912, 
reviyed, is being replaced by Form 
DD 766. This form includes a cer- 
tification to the effect that travel 
was actually performed with the in- 
tent of establishing a bona fide resi- 
dence. 

Pensions and Compensation Are 
Increased for Disabled Veterans 
And Dependent Survivors 

Under two new laws effective 1 
Oct 1954 more than 3,000,000 dis- 
abled veterans and certain depend- 
ents of deceased veterans will receive 
a five per cent increase in monthly 
compensation and pension payments. 

Public Laws 695 and 698 of the 
83rd Congress increased veterans’ 
compensation payable for service- 
connected disabilities or deaths and 
veterans’ pensions payable for non- 
service - connected disabilities or 
deaths. 

For example, seriously disabled 
veterans who have lost, or lost the 
use of, two or more parts of their 
bodies were formerly paid rates rang- 
ing from $266 to $400. These rates 
have been increased to a new range 
of $279 to $420. (Veterans with 
peacetime service-connected disabili- 
ties will receive 80 per cent of this 
new wartime disability and statutory 
rate). 

In addition, flat increases in excess 
of five per cent were granted to 
widows and dependent parents of 
wartime veterans whose deaths were 
attributable to service. The old and 
the new rates are: 

Class Old New 
Widow, no child $75 $87 
Dependent mother 

or father . . $60 $75 
Both parents liv- 

ing, each . . $35 $40 
Widows and dependent parents of 

deceased veterans with peacetime 
service will receive 80 per cent of 
these new wartime compensation 
rates. 

The rates for widows with chil- 
dren and for’ children alone were 
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How to Gef the Most Ouf of Your Navy Recreati 
DID you ever stop to realize that 

you, as a Navyman, are a stock- 
holder-a “stockholder” in the Navy’s 
recreation fund? 

Every time you make a purchase 
in  your  ship’s s to re  or Navy 
Exchange, you’re adding to your 
“shares.” Reason for this is that the 
profits from the Navy Exchanges and 
ship’s stores where you do your shop- 
ping go into the recreation fund. 

Actually, there are three types of 
Navy recreation funds. The  one 
you’re mostly concerned with is your 
Unit Fund, which was formerly 
known as the “Local” Recreation 
Fund. Then there is the Command 
Recreation Fund which is controlled 
by your type commander. Last, but 
not least, there is the BuPers Centra! 
Recreation Fund. 

The  Central Recreation Fund, 
operated by BuPers on a share of the 
profits of the Navy Exchanges and 
ship’s stores is used for the benefit 
of all Navy personnel to promote 
recreation on board all types of ships 
and shore activities, and to assist by 
loans and grants to attain an ex- 
panded recreation program. 

If your unit has no ship’s store or 
Navy Exchange, your recreation 
money comes from your type com- 
mand recreation fund. If the Com- 
mand Recreation Fund is unable to 
finance a request, the administrator 
may forward the request to the Chief 
of Naval Personnel with the recom- 
mendation that the money be allo- 
cated from the BuPers Centra1 Recre- 
ation Fund. If the request is ap- 
proved, BuPers mails a check direct 
to the ship or activity. 

But the main item is this: Are you 
collecting “dividends” on your invest- 
ments? One of the ways you collect 
“on your stocks” is by taking advan- 
tage of the wide range of athletic 
and recreation programs financed by 
your recreation fund. 

“But I’m on a destroyer and we’re 
operating just about every day. How 
can I take advantage of these recre- 
ation opportunities?” 

Very easily. You’ve probably at- 
tended some of your ship’s dances, 
parties, picnics and the nightly 
movie. Your recreation fund helped 
to finance these. Also, your ship’s 
athletic teams are sponsored by the 
fund. The money for the intramural 

I 
”He used to be a concert pianist.” 

Even some of the books in your 
ship’s library were bought with 
money from the rec fund. 

Another way you may “collect” 
on your investment is when your 
ship pulls into some port, such as 
Norfolk, San Diego or Pearl. At 
these ports, and also many others, 
there are recreation facilities ashore 
for your use. The facilities include 
such things as tennis courts, swim- 
ming pools, softball diamonds and 
EM clubs. 

Even at  the Navy’s overseas in- 
stallations, there are many facilities 
and services available. And it’s not 
too difficult a job to find the person 
who can help you make full use of 
them. 

The big clearing house for the 
collection of recreation “dividends” 
is your Enlisted Recreation Commit- 
tee. This group, working through the 
Special Services Officer, can help 
to establish a well-rounded athletic 
and recreation program. Find out 
who your division representative to 
the ERC is, and make your ideas 
or needs known to him. 

It is your special Services Officer 
or the Enlisted Recreation Commit- 
tee who can get the information on 
what’s available in the line of recre- 
ation at the various ports your ship 
visits. A good source for this infor- 
mation is the District Special Ser- 
vices Officer. 

In addition, many naval com- 
mands have published pamphlets 
which contain a gold mine of data 
as to what’s available on the sports 
and recreation menu. Other good 
sources are the chaplains at  various 
stations and if in a foreign port, the 
local American consul and church 
missionaries. 

111 n , ., 1 . . 

assortment of 
activities at I 
naval activitic 
fore, the Dia 
Officer is a g 
the liaison bc 
shore-based ai 

Although tl 
vices will varj 
cality, here i 
District Speck 
have to offer: 

0 A list o 
both civilian 
swimming p‘ 
courts, bowlin: 

0 Free tick 
television shoi 

0 Athletic 
and gyms for 

0 Advice ( 

dance or grou~ 
0 Where ai 

basketball, b; 
hockey games. 

0 A list of 
ashore, such i 

galleries and points of historical in- 
terest. 

0 Tournaments and leagues in 
which your ship’s athletic teams 
may participate. 

0 Information on occasional 
events, such as symphonies, vaude- 
ville shows, photo clubs, and dances 
and parties to which sailors are in- 
vited. 

0 A list of movies playing at both 
military and civilian theaters. 

0 Special sight-seeing tours. 
To aid further in the planning by 

your ship’s Special Services Officer, 
BuPers has compiled an official list 
of overseas shore-based Special Ser- 
vices Offices. This list does not in- 
clude any CinCNelm SSOs; it is 
understood each ship operating in 
the Eastern Atlantic and Mediter- 
ranean Area is already furnished 
this information. 





require transfer from shore duty be- 
fore completion of the periods speci- 
fied above, continuous duty per- 
formed for a period of 12 months or 
more will be considered to have been 
a complete tour of shore duty. Only 
in exceptional cases will considera- 
tion be given to a waiver of this rule. 

While the primary requisite for 
being placed on the Bureau SDEL is 
fulfillment of sea duty requirements, 
the eligibility list is restricted to de- 
serving personnel and the Chief of 
Naval Personnel may reject requests 
of personnel otherwise eligible if 
there is a history of disciplinary 
offenses. 

All requests for BuPers-controlled 
shore duty must be submitted on the 
"Shore Duty Request Card" (Nav- 
Pers 2416, Rev. 5-51) and forwarded 
to the Chief of Naval Personnel 
(Attn: B-211k) via your CO. 

Space is provided on the card for 
listing three choices of location for 
your shore duty, it is not necessary 
to list more than one. Choices should 
be listed as one of the naval districts, 
PRNC, SRNC, CNATRA or CNATE 
and the preferred location within the 
command. 

For instance, a man who wants 
duty in Long Beach, Calif., should 
list his first choice as "11ND (Long 
Beach, Calif.) ." 

"Anywhere in the U. S." may be 
listed as either first, second or thi--' 
choice. Although it is not necessa 
to list this phrase at all, it will usui 
ly get you ashore faster, since you I 

not have to wait for an open bil 
for your rate in one particular area 

Also, if you do list more than o 
choice be sure the choices are 
different naval districts. 

The front of the request card h 
a space at the bottom which shou 
be used to indicate the naval schc 
or training course, if any, for whi 

. a man is recommended and fu 
qualified. "Volunteer" or "non-v 
unteer" should be listed after nai 
ing the school or course entered 
this space. If a man is not consider 
qualified or recommended for 
school or course, the forwarding co 
mand will enter a statement to tl 
effect in the space below the dout 
line on the front of the card. 

Once the initial card has been su 
mitted, it is up to you, yourself, 
notify the Bureau (Attn: Pers 
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Leathernecks and Devil Dogs 
The term "Leatherneck" wos apparently 

given the Marines by Navymen and was 
suggested by the leather-lined collar or 
"stock" formerly worn as part of the uni- 
form of the Corps. 

This collar, made stiff by a thin leather 
bond on the inside, was designed to  give 
a more military appearance to the uniform. 
The collar was about the same height as 
the collars on the dress uniform of the 
present. 

However, when this collar became wet 
with perspiration it often caused discom- 
fort os well as throat trouble and was 
consequently abolished by the Marine 
Corps shortly after 1875. 

in World War I was that of "Devil Dog." "Teufelhunde" were fierce and fiendish 

of "devil dogs" is the name that the German prisoners captured during battle 
Germans are reported to have given to said the Ameria 
American Marines after the fighting around 

Another nickname earned by the Corps Chateau-Thierry in 1918. The orig 

"Teufelhunde," the German equivalent dogs mentioned in a Bavarian legend. 

I devil dogs." 

211k) of any changes in permanent force or type . . _  commander - from .. a I 

comvletine a new card, prominently aviation squadrons. I 
duty station, rate or shore duty pref- 
erence. Such changes are made by 

separ, 
this is duty with Reserv 

Bureau. Changes not forwarded in 
this manner will be returned without 
any action having been taken. 

lhan Bureau o 
longer wait on the eligibility lis1 
frequently more than compensated 

Men whose names are on the for by the location of the duty finally 
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S R e c r u i t :  1844 
There were no ‘Boot Camps’ in the old days and apprentice salts got their sea legs on the 
rolling, slippery weather deck of the ship itself. What’s more, when a sailor’s clothes wore 

out he didn’t buy new ones-he made ’em! 

From Man-of-war Life, A Boy’s Experience in the United States Nauy. 
by Charles NordhoH-, New Yolk, Dodd, Mead and Co.; copyright 1894: 

Signing up in the U .  S. Navy and putting to sea for 
a first hitch is still somewhat of a heart-wrenching as 
well as an exciting matter for a young recruit of today; 
a century ago it was like jzimping into ice cold water. 

For a 14-yedr old like the author of this tale who de- 
sired to ship on as a rrboy’7 on a man 0’ war it was a 
series of strange faces, unfamiliar surroundings, odd-tast- 
ing chow, unsympathetic and salt-soaked companions, 
peremptory orders, the smell of salt in the air and oakum 

for what was to  be a three-year voyage to the Orient and 
around the world. 

Although young Nordhof  scarcely realized it, the 
cruise was to be an important one for  America. I n  con- 
sequence, Commodore James Biddle, USN, was t o  make 
an important contribution toward gaining acceptance of 
commercial trade in the Far East, and pave the way for 
Commodore Matthew Perry, USN, to  “open” lapan to  
world trade eight years later. 

The  scene opens i n  the recruiting office. 
THE ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT were read over to me 

;n the‘deck, a hammock in- 
stead of a good, solid bed. 

I n  this tale of the rope- 
arid-canvas Navy of the 
1840s, o n e  such  y o u t h ,  
Charles Nordhoff, captures 
the sight and smell of these 
old queens of the sea. This  
story describes those first 
days- from the time he 
signed on the dotted line to  
the day the vessel sets sail 

by the Shipping Offcer 
in a monotonous drawl; 
and I was asked, if I, of my 
own free will, did propose 
to sign them - a question 
which, in my ignorance, I 
considered highly super- 
fluous, seeing that I had 
been at so much pains to 
obtain the chance so to do. 

At the tinkling of a 
small bell, I was requested 
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sack, loosely stuffed with a mixture of straw, shavings, 
and old rags-and the blankets, which would not serve 
as riddles for peas. 

AT THE TIME OF MY FIRST ARRIVAL on board, I made 
my way “forward,” where I found assembled, some 
standing, some sitting, some lying down, one reading, 
several sewing, and the balance either spinning yarns 
or asleep, about two dozen regular old tars. 

My diffidence did not permit me to intrude myself 
upon their august presence, and I, therefore took a seat 
on a shot-box, at a little distance from thegroup. Pres- 
ently one of the most sober of them approached me. 

“Well, boy, they shipped you, did they?” 
“Yes, sir,” I answered. 
“You’d better have gone and hung yourself first,” 

growled out one of the others. 
“Leave the boy alone, will you,” retorted the one who 

had spoken first; “don’t frighten him to death. Don’t 
you see he’s as green as grass? Who got you to ship, 
my lad?” 

“Nobody; I wanted to be a sailor.” 
“Oh,” he said with a look of great enlightenment; 

“well, you’ve come to rather an out-of-the-way place to 
learn sailorship, to be sure.” 

After some further conversation, in which my per- 
sonal appearance, as well as my desire to become a 
sailor, were pretty freely criticised and commented upon, 
my friend, the master-at-arms, placed in my hands an 
oblong strip of stout canvas, having a number of strings 
tied to each end, and informed me that this was my 
hammock, in which I was to sleep. 

I had read of sailors slee ing in hammocks, but hid 
befnre this no nroner nr K efinite iden nf whnt miDht 

the help of a lift from one of the men, 1 succeeded in 
placing myself fairly in my bed. Here I soon found that 
it was not a difficult matter to keep from falling out. 
I was next shown how to tie or “lash” it up and where 
to put it. 

IT WAS NOW SUPPER-TIME, and the cook called “come 
and get your tea.” I got my pot, pan and spoon, as the 
rest did, and proceeded to the “galley,” or cooking 
range, where each individual was served with a quart 
of tea, ready sweetened, with which we betook ourselves 
to the “mess,” a place on the lower deck, where, in a 
“mess chest,” are kept the bread and meat, and what- 
ever else may constitute the daily allowance of food. 

Here the individual who was the acting “cook of the 
mess,” had set our supper out on a “mess cloth’ on 
deck. It consisted of a sea-bread, raw salt pork, cold 
boiled potatoes, and vinegar. 

W e  gathered around the cloth, each one bringing his 
tea, and a seat, although some squatted right down on 
deck. When all was arranged, an old salt said, “well 
boys, here’s every one for himself, and the d-1 for US 
all- Jack, pass the pork.” 

I was not a forward boy, and therefore waited pa- 
tiently for my share until the rest were helped. One of 
the sailors seeing this, cut me a large slice of fat salt 
pork, gave it a dip in the vinegar pan, and laying it 
on a cake of bread, handed it to me saying, “eat hearty, 
my lad, and give the ship a good name.” 

I was quite willing to do so, but at sight of the raw 
meat which was being consumed on all sides of me, 
my appetite failed me, and I was content to eat a little 
bread and tea, and look on at the performance of the 
rest. I soon learned, however, to like sailors’ P v o ~ ,  - . . .  



used as temporary places of deposit for sailors whose 
ultimate destination is some vessel just being fitted for 
sea, and not yet ready to receive her crew. 

When a vessel of war returns home from a completed 
cruise, her crew is discharged, and the vessel placed 
under the hands of Navy Yard men, and by them dis- 
mantled, and laid up in ordinary, in the Navy Yard. 
When she is again ordered for service, she is fitted out 
at the Navy Yard, and not until ready to receive her 
stores of ammunition, rovisions, etc., does her own 
future crew go on boar i  Thus it becomes necessary to 
have “receiving vessels,” on board which the newly 
shipped hands may be kept until the vessel for which 
they are intended is ready for their reception. 

LIFE ON BOARD A RECEIVING SHIP is monotonous. 
All hands are called up at daybreak, the decks washed, 
and then breakfast is had. At eight o’clock all hands 
are mustered, and the roll called to see that all are 
present, and this finishes the day’s labor. The balance 
of the time is devoted to talking, reading, singing, sew- 
ing, or gazing at the shore, and casting retrospective 
glances at the pleasures there enjoyed. 

When once on board the receiving vessel, a return 
on shore is almost impossible, and a “guardo,” as one 
of these vessels is called by the sailors, is therefore 
much like a prison. 

Our number, on board the Experiment, was gradually 
increased by additions from on shore, until at the end 
of four weeks it reached seventy. 

On the last day of April, it was found there was a 
sufficient number of men gathered together to make up 
a draft for New York. W e  were accordingly mustered 
and counted off, to get ready for leaving. Bags and 
hammocks were securely tied and lashed; we dressed 
ourselves in our best bib and tucker, and then went 
aboard of the steamer, which had come alongside to 
take us off. W e  started off in very tolerable style, an 
old fifer playing, as we left the town, “The girl I left 
behind me.” Taking the cars at Camden, we again 
changed to a steamboat, at Amboy. 

Arriving at New York, we were transferred at once 
on board the vessel for which we were destined, the 
Colzrmbus, a seventy-four gun ship, which was then 
lying off the Navy Yard, taking in stores, and preparing 
for sea. Here a new scene of wonder was opened to me. 

I had often, while at Philadelphia, boarded the large 
merchant vessels lying at the wharves, and had cause 
for surprise at the massive strength and solidity of all 
things about them, but here I found everything on so 
much greater a scale as to make all I had seen before 
dwindle down to Lilliputian dimensions. 

THE HEIGHT FROM WATER’S EDGE to the top Of the 
railing or bulwark, a distance of about 35 feet, gave me 
at once an idea of the vastness of the entire structure, 
which an examination of the details confirmed, and 
which my mind had never conceived of. Used to the 
sight of nothing larger or more solid than the steamboats 
which plough the waters of the Ohio and Mississippi, 
I had roamed with surprised astonishment over the 
larger class of vessels which came to Philadelphia. 

But here was a vessel which eclipsed those in vast- 
ness of structure as far as they were beyond the little 
schooner boats which dot the Delaware. I stood on deck 
and looked about me. Forward and aft stretched a long 
line of guns; amidship were placed two Iaunches, boats 
capable each of carrying the loading of a moderate sized 
schooner, and containing at sea, four other boats, laid 
one within the other. 

Looking down the hatchway, I saw a long line of 
ladders, communicating with tier after tier of deck, 
until the lowest was lost in a darkness never illumined 
by the light of day. And overhead, the tapering masts 
seemed to lose themselves in the clouds, and the wilder- 
ness of rigging which supported them to be an endless 
and undistinguishably confused mass of ropes. 

But there was no time for surprise. “Come look 
alive there, don’t go to sleep,” shouted in my ear by 
a coarse voice, startled me out of my propriety nearly, 
and interrupted the strain of wonderment in which I 
had become lost. 

“Were you speaking to me, sir ?” said I, politely and 
timidly, making a respectful bow at the same time, to 
a burly, doublefisted sailor, from whom the coarse voice 
seemed to have issued. 

A shout of laughter from all within hearing greeted 
this green sally of mine, amidst which I hastily made 
my descent to a lower deck. 

HERE NEW SCENES AWAITED my eyes and ears. But 
there was no time to be astonished. Everybody was busy. 
Men running hither and thither with loads of rigging. 
Officers, in uniform of blue and gold, shouting orders 
through tin speaking-trumpets; the cheering sound of 
the boatswain’s mates’ pipes, and the regular tramp of 
the hundreds strung along, on deck, at the tackle falls, 
hoisting provisions; all united, made a scene of noise 
and confusion in which it was impossible to stand still, 
or to think, and I soon found it necessary to get some 
employment myself, in order to avoid being knocked 
down and run over, in the rush of the many conflicting 
crowds. 

I therefore joined a division of about a hundred, who 
were hoisting in barrels of beef and pork on deck, 
from a lighter alongside. W e  had hold of one end of a 
rope, the other end of which being made fast to a 
dozen barrels of provisions, the boatswain’s shrill 
whistle piped ‘‘go ahead,” and we walked off with the 
fall, to the merry notes of a fife. Landing the beef on 
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A.M., and the work continued from thBt hour until six 
P.M., with intermission only for breakfast and dinner. 

Not used to this kind of a life, the first wet weather 
completed what previous exposure had laid the founda- 
tion for, and I woke up one morning gasping for breath, 
and scarcely able to stir. I managed to tumble out of 
my hammock on to the deck, but could not lash it up. 

The “hurry up, hurry up, there” of the cross old boat- 
swain’s mate, although filling me with terror, was left 
unheeded, while I crawled between two guns, and laid 
myself down, crying and moaning with pain. 

Nearly all the hammocks were on deck, and mine not 
yet lashed up, when a kind old sailor, passing that way, 
heard me crying, and approached. He quickly saw what 
was the matter, and taking me up in his arms, like one 
would a baby, carried me into the “sick bay,” the place 
set apart on shipboard for the sick. Returning directly 
with my hammock, he hung that up, lifted me into it, 
and bidding me not to cry, but be of good cheer, hurried 
off to his work. 

I lay there quite unnoticed until nine o’clock, when 
the doctor made his regular round; after an examination 
of the symptoms, my disease was pronounced to be a 
violent pleurisy. 
To BE SICK ON BOARD SHIP seems to be the very height 

of earthly misery. The sick room on shore, surrounded as 
it is by every comfort, by all the appliances invented 
by art or suggested by love, which can make the 
sufferer’s lot more bearable, waited on by sympathizing 
friends, watched with anxious and loving care, is yet 
far from desirable. 

But to be bedridden on ship board is a horrible fate. 
Cooped up with dozens of others in a narrow space on 
one of the lower decks, reeking with all the odors 
n p p n l i a *  tn c;,-lc+nnme n n , 4  chi-’.- L-12.- -----.-A --- 

with the. moan of pain, until-after an almost intermin- 
able night the bustle and noise overhead announce the 
advent of another day of misery. Really, it is surprising 
that any one recovers in a “sick bay.” For my own part, 
as soon as I was once able to walk on deck, the doctor’s 
steward saw my face no more. 

On the 4th of June we finally hoisted sail and steered 
through the Narrows, seaward bound. But we were still 
destined to delay. 

Owing to our heavy draught (twenty-seven feet), we 
were obliged to take advantage of the highest of spring 
tides to make our way out. While going along with a 
steamboat ahead, it was found necessary to hold her with 
the anchor a few moments, and the order was accord- 

IN THE GENERAL CONPUSION, no One being yet Sta- 
tioned, the chain stoppers were not sufficiently manned, 
and the tide carrying the shi along with great force, the 

anchor, lost overboard. The other anchor was immedi- 
ately let go, and safely held her. 

This made an all night’s job of work for all hands, 
to pick up the lost chain and anchor. Besides this, the 
untoward accident was regarded by many of the old 
salts as an evil omen, and prophecies of future disasters, 
inaugurated by this, were not wanting on all sides. 
But we were too busied with the present to care much 
about the future. 

starboard chain ran out en a for end, and was, with its 

. . .  

As soon as the ship was fairly unaer weign, tne aecu  
cleared, and the hurry and bustle over, I ventured on 
deck. My limbs were yet weak, and the dancing motion 



ID you happen to see the picture of the large gentleman in 
Army garb, complete with Sam Browne belt and flowing 

mustache, appearing in the group photo at the top of page 61 
in our August issue (“Railroad Navy”)? Don’t let the uniform 
fool you though, because he was a Navyman-the late Rear 
Admiral Charles P. Plunkett, USN. 

Admiral Plunkett, after whom uss Plunkett (DD 431) was 
named, was a big man, a quarter of a foot beyond six feet. He 
had a voice to match, we hear, and could be heard throughout 
his ship without benefit of a megaphone or P.A. system. 

Admiral Plunkett had a long and distinguished career in the 
Navy. It was largely through the ideas and forcefulness of the 
old-time Navy leader that naval guns were used in France. 

From Moffett Field, Calif., comes a story of a well planned 
fire drill that went askew because two sailors were too well- 
drilled! 

It happened the day Composite Squadron Three (VC-3) 
decided to give all hands a realistic fire drill, a workout that 
would impress the men with the necessity of being on the alert 
at all times for possible fire hazards. 

Secretly, three fire inspectors from the First Lieutenant’s 
office stole into one of the big hangars and dropped an already 
lighted smoke bomb into a trash can. Retreating from the hangar, 
the inspectors prepared to sound the alarm that would bring 
squadron personnel on the ‘double to fight the “fire.” 

But two of the squadron’s airmen, J. M. Abbott, ADAN, USN, 
and C. A. Johnson, AN, USN, got there before the inspectors 
could give the alarm. 

Spotting the billowing smoke, the pair quickly swerved their 
tractor over to the can, threw it on the back and took off pronto 
to dispose of the mess at some distance from the hangar. 

After them came the fire inspectors, shouting for the pair to 
bring back their “fire.” 

Everything turned out all right-the smoking can was .returned 
to its place in the hangar-the fire drill was run as planned-and 
Abbott and Johnson retired from the field with honor. * * *  

If you have any comments about what you saw in this issue 
please pass it around so that nine other readers get a chance to 
do the same. In other words, to quote “Dotacion,” the Cuban 
Navy’s counterpart of ALL HANDS, “Este boletin se edita para 
10 lectores. Todos deben verlo tan pronto como sea posible. 
PASELO!!” That means, PASS IT ON. 
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AT RIGHT: RED-JERSEYED ’gas 
king,‘ perched atop wing tank, re- 
Fuels striped-nase Panther on flight deck of 
USS Kearrarge (CVA 33). 
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